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This being fuel for sacred fire my friend,
devoid of any moisture,

how can you find fragrance

or nectar as you do in flower ?

Kusumagraj
Jnanpith Awardee, Marathi poet and writer
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Time has always haunted me in life
Now is the time, I just ignore it.
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The human mind

Compares itself

With all those below him

Boasts of Russell and Einstein
Of 1Q above 200

And all the achievements.

Did he ever think

Of his body’s intelligence ?
Discriminating between

The reality and the symbol

Like the word tiger

And it’s real sight

Coordinates innumerable
Mechanisms of the body
Neurological, biochemical and
What not !

The body that healed

Each part of itself

Without physicians and surgeons
For ages

And now also

Able to overcome the ill-effects
Of treatments.

It appears to possess an 1Q

Far superior to mind

Leaving behind Bertrand and Albert.
Intelligence of the body

Is not limited by

An assortment of a few genes
And some limited random experiences
But a result of evolution

Over more than million millennia.
If I were to treat

Body intelligence as norm

Mind intelligence may stand

At an idiot level !

A %4
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Tragedy of a mind-reader

Reading someone’s mind is

an art and a science.

A few people do it as a hobby,
some as a profession.

A guy developed the skill

and enjoyed for long,
practised it as profession
which served him through life.

But at the end of it

he admits, not liking it !
Life is a great theatre
and people play roles.

Plays are manifold

and roles keep changing.
Everyone has to act

in tune with character.

The mind-reader also
has his roles to play
and as a professional
knows what others play.

It is here the proverb helps
“Ignorance is bliss”,

but the mind-reader

can’t help but to know.

He reads the thoughts,
he reads the feelings,
he reads the motives,
he reads the actions.
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Knowing all these

may be useful at times,
but knowing some of it
can also be painful !

Charm of relationships,
an elixir of life itself
is in jeopardy, if

all the above is known.

Enjoyments will have reservations,
expressions with inhibitions;
charming moments of intimate relations
are reduced to mere give and take/
social exchange/
professional public relations !

0,
0‘0
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Meetings have agendas
Sometimes announced
Sometimes unannounced
Hidden agenda is

a common usage
now-a-days.

Agenda is no more

a monopoly of meetings.
Individuals have
day-to-day, agendas
And hidden agendas are
common with them too.

Agendas may have

different colours

Some are totally personal

Some may have philanthropic bend
Some professional

Some political

Political agendas appear social

but in last analysis

they are all personal.

Once upon a time

people left their homes

in the morning,

without anything in mind
And they would meet people
or visit places

without any intention.
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They returned satisfied
having done something
or even not having

done anything

Times have changed

One goes to bed to relax
but gets busy thinking
what shall be his agenda
for the next day.

His sleep depends on

the feasibility of it
beginning in the next morning.

Then there are a few

who have gone through

all this world of agendas
and have transcended

So to say.

No purpose is left

Life drifts, or

runs in a routine.

It may be called stagnation
or even redundance

But !

If you look at it positively
it is emancipation,
complete freedom from bondage !

0,
0‘0
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Life runs like a time-piece
without the pressure of
the power or the spring

Life flows like a river
sometimes smooth,
sometimes turbulent
due to rocks

Life is like a musical concert
There’s no conductor

There are no players

Notes come from

different corners

Life is a tragedy of a comedian
who was laughing all the time
has become silent over time

Life is an endless game
No one wins, no one loses
The game suspended

when day comes to an end.
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Many struggle
And think

Life is a battle

SO REIEE S
Individual perspective !
Someone else thinks

It is a journey - |®HL

It may not be smooth
Struggle may be there too
Ups and downs

But they sing...

fora g6t @ Ww

What a beautiful weather
what a pleasant journey...
And take the ups and downs
in stride

Some feel left alone

in this journey

Being alone and

feeling lonely

are two different things

A poet says

TRl & =l o

ST -T-Affd AR

M W A W@

HRET AT T

Started alone towards my destination
people joined one by one

and there was a caravan

Being alone is a fact

Loneliness is a feeling.
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In times of crisis
One is down
They now call it depression

Again a matter of feeling
gFa A forar, w0 et faaw

Tw®WAGH, W®T
The world has brought fantastic calamity
You have no more remained yourself
Nor do have |

Stability Vs change !

Buddha said

Nothing is permanent

Change is the rule

The water in river

is the example

The places change

The conditions change

The company changes

Buddha himself kept changing !
A moment does not repeat
Adapt to change

The law to survive

Journey and change

Synonyms !

In times of Chengizkhan
Armies travelled

from Mongolia to Europe

No one knew

when the journey would end
where the journey would end
Alexander the great did not know !
There were battles on way
Battles were part of journey !
Life was journey

And there was life

in the journey.

0,
0‘0
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Old age is a curse

not for self so much

as for others...

Farmers have to grow

so the aged can survive.

The doctors have to attend

so the aged do not die.

The people have to pay taxes
so the aged are supported.
The youngsters work overtime
so the aged keep living.

The society calls them senior citizens
so the ego of the aged is respected.
And what for...

Why not be frank and honest,
accept the age as liability,

an out-of-date model,
machine, the spares of which
are no more available.
Something like scrap,

worth disposal

since,

it is not even worth

the storage cost !

133



7

Search for meaning
A life-long pursuit
Finding meaning
Discovering meaning
Creating meaning
Reflects zeal to live
Meanings are found
And lost

Meanings change
Meanings extend
Meanings expand
And Meanings die
Attempt is made

To find meaning

in the meaningless
But,

Is there anything
meaningless ?
Meanings lie

In the minds

Not in the matter !

Then there comes

A time when

Meanings start disappearing
A struggle to

Retain meaning

Even in the meaningless
Yes, with time

Some things

Do become meaningless
No point in search

For meaning in

The meaningless.
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A time comes

When life goes on
Living with

The meaningful

And the meaningless
With no attempt

to differentiate
between the two !
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The human mind

Tragedy of a mind-reader
Meetings have agendas
Life runs like a time-piece
Many struggle

Old age is a curse

Search for meaning
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